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            Student Transportation


In 1960 the first “Rules and Regulations for Arizona School Bus Operation: Standards and Training Procedures for Drivers” were included in the Arizona Administrative Code. Thus, the Pupil Transportation Program came into existence as part of the Arizona Highway Department, Traffic Safety Division. Three staff members maintained records on approximately 500 school bus drivers and two employees were responsible for training drivers statewide. By 1973 there were over 2,000 certified school bus drivers and the Pupil Transportation Program transferred to the Office of Highway Safety.


 


   School Bus Driver Certificate Status   


 


   Fingerprint Clearance Card Information   



Mission Statement


The mission of the DPS Student Transportation Unit is to ensure proper certification of school bus drivers and school bus driver instructors; to establish and maintain a safety and training program; and to continually strive to improve the safety and efficiency of student transportation in the State of Arizona.




In 1979 the Program transferred to the Arizona Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle Division where it remained until 1993 when it transferred to Arizona Department of Public Safety and changed its name to the Student Transportation Unit. At that time there were approximately 5,000 certified school bus drivers and 250 certified instructors. By January 1999 the certified drivers increased to 8,100 and the instructors to 500, a 62% increase in drivers and a 100% increase in instructors in six years. 


In 1996 a school bus driver database was completed. The program allows immediate access to driver, instructor, accident and other records in a matter of seconds without having to rely on paper files and time consuming research. However, data entry is still required to keep the database current. In 2000 three additional positions were allocated to the Unit bringing the staff to six members.
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            Student Transportation Unit


PO Box 6638, MD 3150

Phoenix, AZ 85005-6638


Email: [email protected]


PHONE: (602)223-2646

FAX: (602)223-2923



      
        

      

    

      



                
        
      
        
          
            History

      
        
      

      
        
          
            In 1960 one employee was assigned as a statewide trainer. A year later a second trainer was added to the Pupil Transportation Unit. By 1964, five-day new driver training and two-day refresher training clinics were held each summer conducted by personnel from the Traffic Safety Division and the Arizona Highway Patrol. In 1971 a mobile unit traveled throughout the state training drivers at their place of employment replacing the summer clinics saving the school districts approximately $100,000 during that year. Between 1978 and 1982 school bus driver training was completely transformed.


 


In 1982, the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety, using federal funds, began training school district personnel to conduct their own training. Funding ended one year later. However, school districts continued to be responsible for school bus driver training. The school district instructors were trained and certified by Motor Vehicle Division personnel. In 1996 Arizona Administrative Code (Minimum Standards for School Bus Drivers) incurred several major changes. One of them was the added requirement of testing and certifying behind-the-wheel instructors. It was estimated that this requirement could result in a minimum of 1,200 additional certified instructors by 2001.





Primary Functions




 


- School bus driver certifications (approximately 2,300 per year)


- Annual renewal of school bus driver certifications (approximately 7,000 each year).


- Administer / maintain school bus driver safety and training program.


- School bus driver instructor training and certifications (approximately 120 each year).


- Administrative Hearing Preparation and Proceedings.


- Violation Notices for vehicles illegally passing school buses.


- Maintain resource Library.


- Customer service.


- Compliance reviews (to ensure compliance with state and federal laws/rules).


- Complaint investigation (often requiring an on-site visit).










Overall Responsibilities




- School bus driver training.


 


- School bus emergency evacuation drills.


 


- School bus accident review.


 


- Review / maintain accident reports.


 


- Gather / summarize accident statistics.


 










Ancillary Functions




- Drafting legislation and administrative rules.


- Federal grant writing and compliance. 


- Liaison between DPS Student Transportation and in-state school districts (approximately 800 including charter schools), vendors, contract providers, and professional organizations for pupil transportation. 


- Liaison between DPS Student Transportation and out-of-state professional organizations for pupil transportation and manufacturers.


- School bus safety workshops for school bus drivers and students. 


- Statewide school bus safety public awareness program.











      
        

      

    

      



                
        
      
        
          
            Accident/Incident Info

      
        
      

      
        
          
            If a school bus is involved in an accident:


1. Report the accident to the local law enforcement agency in whose jurisdiction the collision occurred.

2. The school bus driver shall report the accident to the employer immediately following any accident involving a school bus.

3. Immediately upon receiving notification of any accident involving a school bus, the employer shall notify DPS of the accident by telephone. This can be done by calling Student Transportation, as soon as possible, at (602)223-2646. During non-business hours and holidays, call DPS Duty office at (602)223-2212.

4. The employer shall submit written verification of the accident to DPS within 72 hours of the telephone notification using the School Bus Accident / Incident Report form.


 


 


In incidents where a violation of the Minimum Standards for School Buses and School Bus Drivers or state statutes caused injury to or threatened the health, safety, or welfare of a passenger:


1. Report any emergency situation to the nearest law enforcement agency.

2. Immediately upon receiving notification of any incident involving a school bus, the employer shall notify DPS of the incident by telephone. This can be done by calling Student Transportation, as soon as possible, at (602)223-2646. During non-business hours and holidays, call DPS Duty office at (602)223-2212.

3. The employer shall submit a written report of the violation to DPS within 72 hours of the telephone notification using the School Bus Accident/Incident Report form.



      
        

      

    

      



                
        
      
        
          
            Advisory Council

      
        
      

      
        
          
            The meetings of the Arizona School Bus Advisory Council are held at the Arizona Peace Officer Standards Training Board Room, 2643 E. University, Phoenix, AZ, generally at 10:00 a.m.  The meetings are open to the public.  


The Arizona School Bus Advisory Council is waiting on new representatives, once a council is selected this section will be updated. No meeting dates are available at this time.


 


Arizona School Bus Advisory Council Members



School District less than 600


 


 


School District 600 or more but less than 3,000


 


 


School District 3,000 or more but less than 10,000


 


 


School District 10,000 or more


 


 


Private Sector School bus Service Provider Representative


 


 


School Bus Driver/Instructor Representative


 


 


Transportation Administrator Representative


 


 


State Board of Education Representative


 


 


Arizona Department of Public Safety Representative


 


 


Council Executive Director
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            New Driver Forms



ADOT Medical Examination Report


Application for School Bus Driver Certification


Driver Training Report


New Driver Certification Procedure FAQs


New Driver Certification Checklist


New Driver Certification Cover Sheet


Proof of Completion of Behind-the-Wheel Training and Road Test


School Bus Driver Physical Performance Test


 


Transfer / Rehire / Renewal Forms



Driver Action Request


Driver Training Report


Physical Performance Test


 


Additional Forms



District & Employer Information


Evacuation Drill


Instructor/Trainer Application


School Bus Accident/Incident Report


School Bus Advisory Council Committee/Working Group Application


School Bus Driver Training 


Video Request Form


Pre-Trip Checklist



      
        

      

    

      



                
        
      
        
          
            Industry Regulations

      
        
      

      
        
          
            2011 Arizona School Bus Training Guide


Arizona Minimum Standards for School Buses and School Bus Drivers


Arizona Revised Statutes


 






      
        

      

    

      



                
        
      
        
          
            Guidelines

      
        
      

      
        
          
            Certified School Bus Driver Cover Sheet


District Employer Computer Audit Guide


Drug Screen and Breath Alcohol Testing


Email Document Instructions


Instructor Application Procedure


New Driver Certification and Re-Application Procedure


Notices Reports Updates Requests


Quick Reference Requirement Guide


Student Transportation Webpage



      
        

      

    

      



                
        
      
        
          
            Links

      
        
      

      
        
          
            • American School Bus Council


• Arizona Department of Education


• Arizona Department of Environmental Quality


• Arizona for Pupil Transportation (AAPT)


•Arizona Secretary of State


• Arizona Legislature


• Arizona Motor Vehicle Division


• Department of Homeland Security - School Safety


• Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration


• Federal Highway Administration


• Missing Kids Campaign


• National Transportation Safety Board


• National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services


• National Association for Pupil Transportation


• National Highway Transportation Safety Administration


• National Safety Council


• Operation Life Saver


• Pupil Transportation Safety Institute


• Transportation Administrators of Arizona
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      Contact

    
      
      
    
      Arizona Department of Public Safety

2222 W. Encanto Blvd.

Phoenix, AZ 85009


    

    
      
        (602) 223-2000
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